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1 ROM. xiii. 1. „5 „„ 
let every Soul be ſubject to the Higher Powers. 
N the feven firſt Verſes of this Chapter, the Duty 
ol Subjedts to Per ſons in Authority is plainly laid 
down; and the end of all Government, and the 
Duty of all Governoxrs plainly imply'd. And it is n 
Deſign to draw tome uſeful and proper Obſervations 
from what the Apoltle hath here deliver'd upon theſe 
two Neads. „ | | 
I. With Refſted to Governours. And, 
1. Wah Reſpect to Subjects. 
: I. With Refſprtt to Governours. And here, 
1, Ihe firſt thing we obſerve is, That the Apoſtle 
declares that they are ordained of God, v. I. That their 


Authority is the ordinance of God, v. 2. That they are 


the Ainiſters of God, v. 4,6. And ſince an Apoſtle hath 
ſo far coucerud himſelf with the matter of Govern- 
nent, as to ſay this, it cannot be amiſs in Us, who are 
do be guided by his Directions, to examine in what 
Senſe this muſt be underſtood. Now one would think 
it next to impoſſible that any ſhould underſtand theſe, 
and the like Ex reſhons, to ſignifie that God had him- 
ſelf appointed tor all che Kingdoms of the Earth, one 
Parti cular torm of Goderument; and that all Deviati- 
ons from that, or Alterations in it, are unlawful, as 
they are Jranſgreiions of the poſitive Inſtitution of 
Almighty God. For I may, l think, venture to ſay, that 
there io not the Jealt ſootſtep of this Divine Inſtituti- 


© 11 all the accounts we have of the Dealings of Pro- 


Wdencowith Mankind; nor the leaſt ground for ſuch 


Opinion from Hiffory,or the reaſon of the thing. And | 
in the words of the Apoſtle now before us, ſuppoſiug B 


Fs 


lie had contin'd them to the form of Government then 
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In being at Rome, can any one imagine that he inten- 
Ned to declare that the Roman Emperors, who at fitſt 
Inanifeſtly uſurp'd, and maintain'd their Authority by 
Force of Arms, had their Commiſſion immediately 
ty from God? Can any one imagine that He'would riot 
id pave ſaid the ſame things, had the Republich continu'd 
he In all its former Rights, and antient Liberty? Or that 
ny He would not have prefs'd Obedience and Submiſſion 
pon the Subjeft, from the ſaid Topicks? Nay, that 
Je meant this of all forts of Supreme Powers, and of 
Magiſtrates in all forms of Government, is evident from 
his, which he makes, as it were, the ground of al] theſe 
rms of Expreſſions, v. 1. That here 4 no Power but 
TW God: Which certainly extends equally to all who 
ſtle Ire poſſeſꝰd of any ſort of Power, to be exercisd fot the 
\eir Pod of the Public, and to allõpecies of Goverument ss So 
are Hat it cannot be meant here of any one form, that it is 
arch God, in any other Senſe, bur that in which it is true 
ern- If all. And it being true of all in no other Senſe but 
are Pis, That no Perſons are poſſeſod of any Governing 
hat Lower for the good of Humane Society, but by the 
ink rovidence of God, and by his Will either permitting . 
eſe, *decrecing it: It can in no other Senſe be here meant 
im- Hany one particular ſort of Governours.that they Have 
one Heir Authority from God. It is his Will indeed that 
iati- Pere ſhould he Government in Humane Societies, for 
I, as Pe Peace, and Happineſs of Mankind: and fo all Go- 
»n of >rNOUrs,08 What Lore cena be {ud to be ordained 
that! G24, becauſe it is his Will that there ſhould be Go- 
; rnours; they may be ityi'd che Adinfers of God, be- 
uſe they act his Pleaſure whilſt they do the Buty of 
Pod Governonts; and their Authority may be ſaid 
And be the ordinance of God, becauſc it 1s his Will tha 
1 2 Dae BY | | „ | 5 
ofiug Ne [ er (ons ſhould be veircd With Authority tor the 
"heal od of Humane Society. And ms So. Peter feems to 
in Fderftanc this Matter, in his firſt Epiſtle Chap. 2.12. 
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the ſole End, and Buſineſs of all Governing Power, is qu. 


Peace and Virtue in it. v. 3. Rulers,i e. thoſe who faith 


not to be ſuppoꝰd that the Apo le meant, that all c 
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vVvhere he expreſly calls the King, and Governours underlA. 
Him, by the name of an Humane Ordinance, becauſe e 
the particular Forms of Government are of Humaneſer 


Determination: And makes them no otherwiſe of&a] 
Divine Appointment, but by ſaying, v. 15. That it ĩqho 
the will of God they ſhould be obey' d. Nay, it is evidentſto 
that what St. Paul ſaith here, is ſpoken of all in Powetn 
and Authority; of the loweſt Degree of Mazifratesfbtl 
as well as the higheſt Prince upon Earth. They are allFh; 
equally ordained by God; their Authority equally Pu 
Urdmance of God, and themſelves equally the Miniſter HIT. 


of God: And theſe things cannot be meant of them infy 


anv other ſenſe, but as they are by God's Providence 
poſſeſꝰd of Power and Authority; and as it is God' 
Will they ſhould be obey'd in the due Execution o 
their Office: And therefore cannot be meant of the 
Sreatell Frince in rk 
2. We may obſerve that it is declar'd here, That 


$1: 


conſult the good of Humane Society, by maintaining 

| he 
fully perform the Office of Rulers, are not a terrour the 
good works, but to the evil, And v. 4. H., that is, One whe 
is truly a GoTernour, a the Miniſter of God to thee for good 
and the Miniſter of God likewiſe in another ſenſe, wiz 
A Revenger to execute wrath upon bim t hat doth evil. Anc 
v. 6. Theſe Rulers are ſaid to be continually attending af 
on this very Ibing. In which account of Governours it! 


them did always perform this good part; but that thi 

was their great Buſineſs, and the only End of their In 

ſtitution, as He makes it the ground of the Obedienq 

to be paid to them. Vou ſee here that he doth not giv 

an account of the Princes and Governours of this WorldHha 

as of Perſons exalted by the immediate direction q 
Heaven, to a hcighth above their Neighbours, 
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1derfArbitrators, at their own Pleaſures, of the Lives and 


auſeÞFortunes of their Fellow-Creatures, and to receive the 


naneſſervile Homage of whole Nations; but as of Perſons 
e offfal'd by the Providence of God to a difficult and la- 
it iÞorious Task; not to live in Eaſe and Delicacy, but 
dentÞÞo watch Day and Night for the good of that Society, 
werf which they preſide; to be diſtinguiſfid indeed from 
rates Þpthers by the Enſigus of Greatneſs and Authority; but 
re allthis only to make them more capable of ſerving the 


y thPublick, and conſulting the Intereſt of the whole. 


ißt er heir Office indeed is a glorious Office: But the Glo- 


m inFy of it doth not conſiſt inthe outward Majeſty of the 


lencPouernour, and the Servility of the Subject; but in the 
God Happineſs, and Peace, that is deriv'd from the Cares 
on ond Labours of the Supreme Head, to all the Members 
f the df the Body Politicꝶk. And that Governour who contra- 

Nicts the Character here laid down by St. Paul; who 
That not à terrour to evil works,but to good; who is not the 


f 


is tquiniſter of good to the Virtuous, and of Vengeance tothe 
uning wicked only; and who is not continually watching for 


faithfhe Good and Happineſs of Humane Socicty, is not 


our the Governour whom St. Paul means in this place, or to 


e whqyhom he here preſſes Obedience: And much lelo, if he 
r goodInanifteſtiy act contrary to the only end of his luſtituti- 


„ ©i2Þn; and endeavour to ruin the happinetsof that Society 


. AnÞver which he is plac d. And this may ſerve to explain 


ing «pct farther, in what ſenſe theſe Higher Powers are from 


rs it IPod; viz. As they act agreeably to his Will. which is, 


all q;hat they ſhould promote the Happineſs and Good of 
ar th Humane Society, which St. Paul all along ſuppoſes 
eir Infhem to do. And conſequantly, when they do the con- 
diendrary, they cannot be ſaid to be from God, or to act by 
ot givhis Authority, any more than an inferior Magiſtrate 
VorldÞay be ſaid to act by a Prince's Authority, whilſt he 
tion ogcts directly contrary to his Will. ES 
„tobi Having thus laid before you what the Apoſtle hath 
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that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves damnation: And v. 5Þl © 


there is little Relief allow d to Subjects, tho lying unf 
der th greateſt Oppreſſions imaginable: And yet me 


Cales, rather than to imagine that he ſhould abſolutely 
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here deliver d with reſpect to Governours, I come no 
en, 1 
II. To conſider what is here ſaid,}4th reſpect to Sub 7% 


* 


jects, and their Duty. And 5 „ 

1. The Duty of Sabmiſſion, and Non-Reſiſtance, is laid as 
down in ſuch abſolute Terms, that many have beer} ff 
induc'd from hence to think, Thar the Chriſtian Re 
ligion denicth the Subject all Liberty of redreſſing th{ D 
greateſt Grievances, Thus, v. 2. Whoſoever therefore re of 
reſsteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordmance of God; and the th 


Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubject, not only for wrath,but al 1 
fo for Conſcience ſake ;, 1. e. Not only for fear of Puniſh 
ment; but out of a ſenſe of Duty. Thoſe whodono N 
examine into the foundation upon which the Apoſtly 
build this Doctrinc, and into the whole of what he def p 
livers, may indeed be ãpt to think, that in theſe word$/7 


thinks, on the other hand, if the Apoſtle had done noi 
ching but enforc'd the Duty of Obedience upon the Sub! 
ect, it would be reaſonable to judge from the Natur 
of the Thing, and the Abſurdities of the contrary, tha 
he mcant this only as a general Rule, in all ordinary 


conclude whole Nations under Miſery and Slaver) C 
without hopes of Redreſs. Burl obſerve, * 
2. I hat the Apoſtle doth himſelf ſo explain his own”? 
Doctrine in this very place, by the rcaſons he gives fol”? 
this Obedience in Subjects, and the account he gives of thi 


 Yuty of Covernours, as to leave Subjects all the Liberty tr 


they can reaſonably defire For tho he doth at firtYE? 
preſs upon them, in unlimited words, an Voedieace anc 
Non- Reſiſtance, to the Higher Powers, yet he raanifelth F< 
akerwards limits this Obedience to fuch Rulers, as trul 
znſwer to the end of their Iuttitution. The reaſon he 0 
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for his Obedience in Subjects, leems diſtinct from this, 

vid. Thar their Governours are of God, and ordain d of 
60%, and the Miniſters of God: But having ſhewn that 
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gives for Submiſſion, is this, v. 3. For Rulers ave not a Ter- 
rour to good works, but tothe evil: And v. 4. Their bu- 
ſineſs isdeclar'd to be the execution of wrath upon him that 
doth evil; and the neceſſity of Submiſſion is inferr'd 
from heuce, v. 5. Wherefore ye mut needs be ſubjeft, wot 
only for wrath, but for Conſcience ſake: That is, It is your 
Duty to obey the Supreme Power, becauſe the great End 
of all Humane Aut bority is the good of the Publick ; 
that honeſt Men may be protected in their Proper- 
ties, and all Violence, and Diſorder, and Unhappincſs 
in Humane Socicty, be prevented and puniſh'd; and 
becauſe it is your Duty to promote that good End. 
Now chis being the Argument of the Apoſtle. all that 
we can poſſibly collect from his Injunctions in this 


cf 


place, is this, That it is the indiſpenſable Duty of 8 ; 


words jects to ſubmir themſelves to ſuch Governours as anſwer 


8 Um . | 
8 wf here deſcribes; ſuch as arc not 4 Terrour to good works, 


the good End of their Inſtitution: to ſuch Ralers as he 


but to the ebil; ſuch as promote the publick good, and 
are continually attending upon thus very thing. To theſe the 
profoundeſt Revercnce, and the loweſt Submiſſion is 
due, as to the greateſt Bleſſings a Society can enjoy; and 


inar il reſiſtance to thele is 2 moſt unpardonable Sin. Thus 


lutely 


far the Apoſtle's Reaſoning holds, and it holds equally 
under all forms of Government. For the end of all 
Government is one and the ſame,wherher it be lodg'd 
in the Breaſt and Will of a ſingle Perſon, or in the u- 
nited Counſels and Decrees of many. And if the End 
of it, which is the publick Happineſs of Mankind, be 
truly anſwer'd, all Diſobedience and Reſiſtance is in- 
excuſable. e 2 
The Argument indeed which the Apoſtle firſt uſes 


the meaning of this can only be, that it is his Will that 
thev 


2 


they enjoy this Power for the publick good, it will on- 
ly follow from hence, that therefore they are to be 
obey d in the due Execution of his Will. As far as 
they deflect from his Will, ſo far they loſe their Title 
to theſe Declarations of the Apoſtle, and fo far ate 


\ 


they excluded out of his Argument, as he himſelf af- 
terwards explains it. It is a good Argument, Theſe 


Perſons are the Miniſters of God for the good of Humane 
Society ; therefore they muſt be obey'd. Bur it wil 

not follow from hence, that Obedience is due tothem, 
if they deſtroy, and ruine the Happineſs of Humane 


Society. 


particularly are appointed to Rule and Govern in the 


Kingdoms of this Word. Well, let us then conſider 
for what End and Purpoſe they are appointed to this? 
Honour: And that, it is agreed on all hands, is the 
publick happinets of Mankind. I cannot ſee, even upon 
this Suppotition, that an unlimited Submiſſion is due 
to them. For they were plac'd in Authority for this 
good End only; and they had Power given by them 
God for this purpoſe only. If therefore they uſe their 
Authority to any other purpoſe, to the hurt and pre- 
judice of Humane Society, as they may do, unleſs they 
are immediaiĩely directed, and their Wills forcd by 
God himſelf, they act not in any ſuch Inſtances by Au- 
thority from God, but contrary to his Will: Nor can 
they in ſuch Inſtances be call'd his Vice gerents with- 
out the higheſt prophaneneſs: And therefore to op- 
poſe them in ſuch caſes, cannot be to oppoſe the Au- 
thority of God. Nay, a Paſſive Nong reſiſtance would 
appear, upon examination, to be a much greater op- 
poſition to the Will of God, than the contrary. For 
tho He Himſelk, upon the preſent ſuppotition, ap-# 
pointed this Perſon yet his chief Deſign in this, be- 

| : ing 


But let us ſu ppoſe that they are of God in the higheſt 
ſenſe poſſible; that by his immediate Direction th 
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ing the Good and H 905 of Society; tamely to ſit 
ſill, and ſee that entirely Ruin'd aiſd Sacrifiꝰd to the 
irregular Will of one Man, ſeems a greater Contra- 
diction to the Will and Deſign of God, than any Op- 
poſition can be: For it is a tacit Conſent to the Ruin 
and Miſery of Mankind, whoſe publick Peace and 
Happineſs is the ſole End of Government, as well if 
it be appointed by God Himſelf, as if it be purely of 
Humane Inſtitution. But the Apoltle makes no ſuch. 
Suppoſition as this, but only derermines, That it is 
the Ordinance of God that there ſhould be Governoars ; 
and that as long as they ac agreeably to the End of 
their Inſtitution, it is a great Sin to difobey. or reſiſt 
them. We may judge from what I have ſaid, how 
little ground there is from any thing here deliver'd by 
St. Paul, to argue to fo unlimited a Submiſſion, as ſome 
inculcate. For we ſee He hath his Eve all the way 
upon the End of Goverment, and founds his Precepts 
upon this Suppolition, That the Rulers anſwer that 
good End. If they do not; or if they ſet themſelves to 
contradict it by Oppreſhon, Violence and Injuſtice, by 
invading and Deſtroying the publick Happineſs, and. 
by bringing on publick Miſcrics ; the Apoſtle ſeems 
not to think of recommending Submiiioneo the Sub- 
ject. For whilſt he commands Submiffion, he puts no 
caſes of Princes acting contrary to the purpole of their 
Inſtitution, and the ſole Buſineſs of their Office; much 
leſs of Princes, who make an expreſs Contract with 
their People, and take ſolemn Oartis ro preterve their« 
Rights and Liberties; and afterwards break thro? all 
theſe Ties, to invade their Happineſs. Nor doth he 
mention any thing of a ”afſive Submiſſion in {uch caſes; 
but plainly leaves Nations to the Dictates of common 
Senſe, and the powerful Law ot Self-preſervation: 
And this under all Forms of Government cqually, 
For the moſt irbitrary Prince in the World hath no 
SS more 
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more Right to make Wy ns Miſerable, than the 
moſt Limited; tho the one may attempt it with great- 
ter Aggravations than the other. Phe former is tyd 
up by the Laws of Nature and Reaſon, and oblig'd by 
the very end of his Exaltation; as truly as the latter 
is by written Laws, or by folemn Promiſe: - And Sub- 
miſſion to the one, in inftances of Violence and Op- 


preſſion, is no more que than Submiſſion to the other. 
For tho his Authortiy, in carrying forward the End 
of his Power, cannot be reſiſted without the Higheſt 


Guilt; yet his Authority in acting contrary to that 


End, may be oppoꝰd without the ſhadow of a Crime; 


ON 


nay, with Honour and. Clory. He is fecure no far- 
ther than Force and Poet ſecure him; and what he 


them Miſerable; there is nothing in Nature, or in 


the Chriſtian Religion, that can hinder that Pcople | 


from redreſſing their Grievances, and from anſwering 


the Will of Almighty God, ſo {ar as to preſerve and 


ſecure the Happineſs of the publick Society. 
But ſome may ſay, Where is then the great Virtue 
of Submiſſion to Governours, it it be to be practicd tow- 


wards none but ſuch as anſwer the Ends of their In- 
ſtitution? But it is ealy to reply, That there is an in- 
dlilpenſable Durv upon all, Subjects as well as Others, 
to regard the publick jutereſt; and if their Submiſſion Þ 
help to deſtroy and ruin that, their Submiſſion can- 
not be a Virtue. It is due to Governoars, not for their 
own ſake, bit merely for the ſake of Publick Happineſi; 
and therefore can oniy be l'raiſe-worthy when it joins 
| | 10 
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ets by Vio cace may be demanded again, and can on- 
55 be maintain d by the fame Violence, which firſt 
put him in the poſſeſſion of it. And as this is true of 
an abſolute Monarch; fo it is as true, that, ſnould all 
vv bo are poſſeſed of Power, in any other Form ot Go- 
vernment, Conſent, and Agrec to enflave the Peopie | 
committed by Providence to their Care, and to make | 
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ro promote that; and muſt degenerate into a Crime, 
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(tho it may be accompany d with many Virtued,when 


it forſakes the view of that, and betrays it in to the 


hand of Ambition and Violence. „ 
The great Objection againſt this, tho it be all 
founded upon the Will of God, who ſincerely deſires 


the Happineſs of Pablick Societies, is this; That it may 


give occaſion to Subjects to diſturb, and oppoſe their 
Superiouts: But certainly, a Rule is not therefore 


bad, becauſe Men may miſtake in the Application of 


it to particular Inſtances; or becauſe evil Men, may, 
under the Umbrage of it, fatisfy their own Paſſions 


and unreaſonable Rumours; thoſe theſe latter, as 


they are diſpoꝰd to Publick L iſturbances, would: cer- 


- | cainly find out ſome other Pretence tor their Beha- 


viour, if they wanted this. The contrary Doctrine 


to what I have been delivering, we know by an almoſt 
fatal Experience, may be very much abuꝰd; and yet 


that is not the Reaſon why it ought ta he rejected, 
Every Man is to give an 
Account for his Sins; and the Greatneſs of the Guilt 
of thoſe, who, under any Pretence whattoever, di- 
ſturb the Government of tuch as act the part of good 

Rulers, is ſo great, that there cannot be a {tronger 
Motive than this againſt Refiltance and Oppoſition 


| 10 ſuch. For They that refit (hall roctetwe to : benaſebves 


Damnation, is pronounc'd againſt ſuch a Refiftance ; 
and if Men will not regard ſuch a Declaration, who 
can help it? The Truth ought not to be conceal'd, 


Aer to ſuffer in the Oginion of Men, tor the fake of ac- 


cidental Inconveniencqcqe. : 
Thus have I endeavonr'd to give a juſt Account of 


| ; . . i A „1 
chat St. Paul hath in this Chapter deliver'd concern- 
CaN- f ing G-vernours and Subjects. And tho ſame may per- 


ner haps be apt to call this by the name of Potzricks, and 
mw} to cenſure it as forcign to our Office, and this Place 
joins |} | ; 


10 A 
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(Which 


| (which they are fure to do then only when their own 


Publick 
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Notions are contradicted;) yet I muſt declare, Thar 


I cannot think it an unbecoming, or even an unne- 


ceſſary part of our Care, to ſettle the meaſures of Chri- 


ſtian Duty in all caſes, or to endeavour to give atrue 


Explication of what ſo great an Apoſtle hath deli- 


ver'd with ſome vehemence, and as a Matter of great 


Importance. All that J have now attempted is to ex- 


plain what an inſpir'd Perſon wrote: And if this Ex- 
plication be juſt, the Cenſure muſt light at laſt upon 


the Apoſtle himſelf; who, I cannot but think, knew 
very well what became his Office, and what belong'd 
to his Province. „„ 

But tho? I have finiſh'd what I at firſt propos d, yet 
I ſhall entreat your Patience, whilſt J offer to you 


ſome further Conliderations, not unſuitable to the 
preſent Occaſion. And theſe are ſuch as naturally 
flow from what hath been diſcours'd concerning the 
End and Purpoſe of all Government, whether that 
of Princes, or that of Inferiour Magiſtrates; and will, | 
ſerve to giye us a complete Idea of a good Gover- | 
nour. As, dg 


1. It 


be happy 


blick, and promote the Happineſs of that; if they be 
led by private Intereſts of their own; if they be ſlaves 


to Covetouſneſs, or Ambition, or Effeminacy; if 
there be any thing in the World, which they have 
more in their Eye, than the advantage of Humane So- 
ciety, this muſt warp them extremely from the main 
Deſign of their Inſtitution; and as far as they are 
tainted with 4 vicious Self- Intereſt, ſo far do they de- | 


cline from the Digniry of their Character. But 


when their Breaſts are thoroughly fir'd with a Love | 
to 
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s highly requiſite that all in Authority ſhould } 
in a Publick Spirit, and a true regard to the 
tereſt. For it being the only End for which 
they are cloathed with Authority, to ſerve the Pub- 
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ting that, happy is the Nation that obeys ſuch a Prince, 


to the Pub'ick Intereſt, and a Reſolution of proſecu- 


and happy the Society that enjoys ſueha Governour, 


B, „ en, 1 
2. There ought to be alſo in a Governour a deep 


J ſenſe of Religion; of the great importance of Virtue, 


and of the bad influence, and malignity of Vice and 
Immorality. For ſince one great End of his Office is 


the Puniſhment of thoſe who do evil, and the Praiſe of them 
1 >»ho do well, there will be but little heart to proſecute 
this, unleſs there be firſt a full perſuaſion that there 
s an eſſential difference between Good and Evil; that 
the practice of all Virtue will make a Nation happy, 
and the practice of Vice derive Curſes and Ruin up- 
on a People, as well in the nature of the thing it ſelf, 
as in the Decree of Almighty God. A Ruler that 
3 firmly believes this, will act his part with fome Zeal 
and Concern; and it will renderly affect his Mind, 
to ſee his Country likely to be undone by Debauche- 
rv; and he wilt employ his Thoughts Day and Night, 
how to reform the Manners of Men; or, at leaſt, how 
to put a ſtop to the Impudence of thoſe who will not 
be reform'd. But particularly, 


3. There muſt be a great love to Juſtice,and a great 


| regard to Peace. The one engages a Governour to do 
that which is exactly right between Man and Man; 


and the other influences him to reconcile the contend- 


ing and quarelling parts of Mankind; and ſoſten the 
Hcarts of Men into Love and Friendſhip. This juſtice 
Awhich I here ſpeak of, tho? it muſt not act blindfold, 
vet it mult be blind to all outward regards, and al] 
Perſons: And nothing of Intereſt, or of Party, or of 
perſonal Reſpect or Prejudice, ought ever to {way in 
the diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſhments : Which 
do bur little Service to the cauſe of Honeſty and Vir- 
tue; unleſs when it is apparent that they are diſpens'd 


for 
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for the ſake of Virtue it ſelf, and not on any baſe and 
ſordid accounts. And if the ſtricteſt Juſtice ſhould. 
once be diſregarded, and unjuſt Judgments come into 


uſc, the great End of Magiftracy is perverted,and the 


Happineis of Society ſhaken: And every ſtep this 


way would bea ftep ro publick Miſery. And then 


where there i; not a ſacred Regard to Peace, there will 


be no Com̃ paſſion for. the Biviſions and Heats of a 


Nation, and conſequently no Advances made to- 


wards an taiverſal Love and Friendſhip; the want 


of which aicne muſt one time or other bring about 
the Ruin ot a Nation. | | * 


4. To allother Qualifications there muſt be join'd. 
a blameteſs Example. The reaſon is, becauſe every 


thing that.rcnds to promote Religion and Happineſs 


in a Socicty, is the concern of all who have Authority. . 
in it. Now it is with thoſe who are to puniſh Vice | 
and protect Virtue, juſt as it is with thoſe who are to 
teach the practice of Virtue, and the abhorrence of 
Vice. It is an Obſervation caſy and obvious to every | 
body, that thoſe who are the Preachers of Rightcouſnels | 
do no great ſervice to the Cauſe, but perhaps the con- 
trary, if their Examples unhappily contradict their: | 
Precepts. And it is certainly the ſame with reſpect 
to thoſe whoſe buſineſs it is to puniſh Vice. If whilſt 


they puniſh it in Inferiors, they themſelves are 
known to be guilty of it; the Correction indeed may 
make the Offender avoid the Light, but it will never 
make him in love with Virtue. He will be apt to 
think he is punifit'd only becauſe he is poor, and not 


con ſiderable enough tobe in Office himſelf: and may | 
be harden'd to Vice, whilt he {ves Men making uſe of 
their Authority in puniſhing others, only at it were 


for a Screen to their own greater Indulgence, 


You fee from hetice what a Concern there lies up- . 
on all in Authority, from the higheſt to the bnd 3 
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J that Magiftracy is not a matter of! | 
Ito attract the Byes, and raiſe the Wonder of the Mul- 
d. | jtude; but a Buſineſs of labour and difficulty, to be 
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undertaken with ſeriouſneſs, and to be manag'd with 
he II. ſe 11 V 
TK he greateſt Prudence and Conduct. 


It is the invaluable Happinels of this Kingdom, to 
1] ee all theſe Qualiſications united in its Supreme Coder 
& aur; who ſeems to know no greater Satisfaction than 


2; Eyhat ariſes from the good Eſtate of the Publick, and 
o Byho directs all Her Cares not to make Her ſelt Great, 
Wt, put Her Subjects 41 905 Such an Example, one 
ut fyould think, cannot but influence all who are in Au- 


. hority under Her, to promote the ſame good End, 
Ihe Publick Happineſs, We are iti many Things the 


we & navy, as well as the Wonder of other Nations. Our 
els Liberties ſtil] preſerv'd ; our Conſtition ſtill happily 
* &mper'd; and the Profeſſion of our Religion {till ſe- 
DOT ure. But we want many Things to make the poſſeiſi- 


= of In of theſe great Bleſſings certain and laſting tous; but 
t Tpecially an univerſal Practice of Virtue, ard a Spirit 


25 If Peace and Love. It is your great Concern ( Iſpeak to 
> ill who bear any Office in this great City) to promote 
lei. Ne practice of Virtue and of Peace. The former. isdiſ- 


Purag'd and endangerd by every publick Act of 
Frophaneneſs and lrreligion: which ought therefore 
be ſeverely puniſli'd, left the Poiſon thould wor 


ae Þ& (elf inſenſibly from ſome Parts into the whole Bo- 
my fy.: And the latter is highly endanger'd by all Men 
Ver f Paſſion and Violence; by thoſe who vent ſuch 
2 0 Frinciples as, in effect, call in queſtion Her Majeſty's 
not Ficlero the Crown; by thoſe who deride and expoſe 
pe Principles upon which our preſent Eſtabliſnment, 
Ito ot id all our future Hopes are tounded ; and by all 
were Yhoſe butinet; it is to raiſe mutual Jcalouttes and 
ug. Neats amovgſt us. Such as theſe, it is too Well Knowu 
welk. cover themſelves every Day in open ligbt And 
5 We 5 ee | | 
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atter of Pomp and Retinue, . 
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ſhall not others be as ready to preſerve the publick 
| happineſs, astheſe Men are to dectroy it? Or is there 
no way of redreſſing ſuch publick and ſuch deſtru- 
ctive Evils? It is a ſhame to a Nation not to have 
good Laws; bur it a much greater ſhame to have 
them, and not to put them in Execution. It is a 
ſhame to a Nation that there ſhould any. Perſons be- 
long to it, fo little ſenſible of the Happineſs it enjoys, 
as to Libel and Diſturb ſuch a EE N and ſuch a! 
Government : But it is a greater ſhame that no Method! 
ſhould be found of annexing.Puniſhments to what ſo! 
highly deſerves it. Let it, therefore, appear that 
vou are truly ſenſible of the Nature and End of your 
Truſts, by your hearty Endeavours to promote the 
Happineſs of the Publicx. Let a true Regard to that 
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18 diſcover it ſelf in all your Proceedings. Let your 
Exuamples allurc to Vertue, as well as your Puniſh- 
ments deter from Vice. Let your Zeal diſcover it 
hy ſelf againſt the Enemies of Religion, and of the Pub- 
0 lick Peace. Let it be ſeen that You Bear not the Sword. 
nn vain. Thus You will make Th# City a Praiſe in 
Fil the whole Earth, and draw down Bleſſings from Hea-' 


ven upon the hole Nation. 
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i Advertiſement. z 
. TH ree Sermons preach d on the 5th of November 
I 1705, before the Queen, the Houſe of Lords, and 
the Houſe of Commons; with ſcveral others, to be had 3 
at H. Hills, in Black-Fryars. ES j 


